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Abstract: 

Environmental issues provide a unique focus and it is important to develop a course at the Faculty of 
Economics and students at the University of Indonesia, which will assist in demonstrating the benefits of 
environmental accounting information in support of corporate environmental strategies when assessing 
environmental performance.   
 
Assessment measurement that can capture the impact of the reformed academic programs are needed 
to assess the success and failure of management reform education. Assessment process by offering 
environmental accounting issues as intervention, for a sample of 80 students enrolled in higher 
education institutions and students in the Faculty of Economics in Indonesia. The questionnaire given to 
the students to understand the differencesin their attitude level accounting environment. 
 
The results will show the attitude of students towards environmental accounting. This will help 
researchers to get a better finding on attitudes accounting environment for students. Environmental 
accounting is unique in its attempt to understand the attitude of the Faculty of Economics in the 
Indonesian students and usability with environmental accounting issues, of which a more detailed 
evaluation can be derived. Further work is based on these initial findings can be used to develop a 
framework for the proposed environmental accounting courses in Indonesia. 
 
Keywords: Students University, Environmental Accounting, Faculty of Economics in Indonesia  

 

In the modern economy, the various issues related to the environment such as 
global warming, eco-efficiency, and activities industries that have a direct impact on 
the surrounding environment has been creates a change in the company's internal 
environment, and external. The fact that environmental pollution problems do by 
manufacturing companies in Indonesia led to a business environment must be able to 
sustain its business processes so companies must implement appropriate strategies to 
achieve the company's going concern and sustainable development. 

For the last year on environmental issues has increased so rapidly. People have 
become more aware of the changes in nature, we've all seen and heard the news 
about climate change, and natural disasters wherever we’re. As competition increases 
in the market, sometimes it makes businesses want to increase profits as high as 
possible while lowering costs and this causes them to set aside any established social 
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responsibility in their companies. Information about the phenomenon have been 
accounting field to move to a new area to explore more about this phenomenon and 
measure the influence and contribution to the business activities, which could be 
called environmental accounting. However, environmental accounting has a variety of 
meanings and is not always about measuring the benefits and costs. 

Environmental accounting is an accounting method that measures changes in 
business activity and its products, in which the changes that affect or contribute to the 
environment. "There is a possibility of improving productivity and reducing costs while 
improving environmental performance",(Birkin and Woodward, 1997a, 1997b). 
Environmental changes caused by business activities should be disclosed in the 
financial statements, while the financial statements should show the actual situation 
of the company and provide information about resources, claims to resources, and 
changes that occur in it(Kieso et al, 2001). 

The concept of environmental accounting or green accounting has become 
more popular as people become more conscious to achieve a greener environment. 
However, the application of this concept in Indonesia is still regarded as a difficult 
concept because of the lack of comprehensive information for stakeholders who raise 
concerns the effects of the implementation of the additional costs and expenses 
which are recognized as an expense that is not necessary in conventional accounting 
perspective (Nurhayati, Brown, & Tower, 2006). Although difficult to be implemented 
in Indonesia, Indonesian Accounting Standards Board, or also known as the IAI has 
developed accounting standards (GAAP) related to this, some examples are SFAS No. 
32 (Forestry) and SFAS No. 33 (Mining Industry) which is the regulatory was developed 
as a more environmental accounting adoption in practice for some industries. 
However, although some of the new regulations go into meteri developed and 
introduced in the accounting practices, many companies still think that it is not 
necessary to be adopted and implemented, which is simply due to lack of 
enforcement of the government and no official regulations. 

So, the government finally give a response to this problem and establish more 
stringent rules. In 2015, Indonesian companies be required to report certain 
environmental standards, if not will have to explain the reason for the official (Jalal, 
2010). Due to new regulations, there are opportunities for the development of 
environmental accounting practices in Indonesia. Students play an important role in 
meeting the increasing needs of environmental accounting in the fields, because they 
will continue the previous professions, such as new jobs in this area increases, so their 
perspective and understanding of the material. From previous studies (Zulkifli,2010; 
Arisandi et al, 2011; Das et al, 2008) in Indonesia and around the world, there is not 
much research done related to students' attitude of environmental accounting. 
Therefore, be motivated researchers to investigate the students' attitude of 
environmental accounting, to get more information. 
 
THEORITICAL FRAMEWORK 

Importance of environmental accounting and reporting practices began to 
increase in the early 1990s. In 1990 accounting graduate in a country where starting to 
realize through collective assessment that the profession will be affected by 
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environmental issues, which are increasingly penetrated into the lives of citizens 
(Hosny Zulkifly 1913, 2010). "The first environmental accounting (EA) was built by 
Norway in the 1970s and only slowly adopted by other countries", (Ariesanti, 2012).  

In the early 1990s, the World Bank conduct a review of EA, provides a 
summary of the state where the account is compiled environment, the method has 
been used to build the EA, and expand the scope (Peskin et al, 1990 in Ariesanti, 2012). 
Since then, EA has been increasingly recognized as a useful economic tool, so many 
activities in both developed and developing countries (Lange, 2003 Ariesanti, 2012). 

Environmental accounting is a term with many meanings. "In a lot of contact, 
defined environmental accounting and reporting identification of certain 
environmental costs, such as costs or waste disposal cost obligations" (Boyd, 1998). 
Environmental accounting help measure environmental performance, which is closely 
related to the social role played by the company. "From a business perspective, the 
more interest expressed in understanding, measuring and managing environmental 
costs and revenues", (Van, 2012). 

When the company's business activities affect the environment must be 
disclosed in their financial statements. This is because the financial statements should 
reflect the activities of the company. The importance of corporate environmental 
reporting practices began to gain interest in the early 1990s (das et al, 2008). 
Companies have realized that they have to disclose all relevant information such as 
the type of qualitative information (eg environmental objectives, policies, and 
compliance), quantitative information (eg emissions, toxic releases, the level of 
pollution, and consumption of natural resources scare) and financial information (eg 
environmental costs, benefits, assets, and liabilities), (das et al, 2008). 

"Empirical studies show that the public has become increasingly aware of the 
adverse consequences of the growth of the company and there to prosecute 
environmental reporting", (Gray, 1993 in Das et al 2008). Disclosure of environmental 
information useful to overcome or avoid the negative image of the companies 
involved in the incident or disaster environment (Deegan et al, 1996 In Das, 2008). 
Many industrial and service companies around the world are now implementing 
environmental accounting (Winarno, 2007 at Ariesanti, 2012). The purpose of it is to 
improve the efficiency of environmental management where by "Judging from the 
viewpoint of environmental activity costs (environmental costs) and benefits 
(economic benefits). Results of accounting is used by corporate leaders to make 
decisions related to reducing environmental impact and improvement environment " , 
(Ariesanti , 20012). 

Social and environmental reporting information is beneficial to the company, 
both internally and externally. For internal purposes, the company environment 
implemented by various companies to produce a quantitative assessment of the costs 
and effects of environmental protection (Ariesanti , 2012). 

Due to the growing need for environmental accounting profession, the 
researchers wanted to investigate the students' perspective and understanding of 
environmental accounting on this basis. As we all know , that the student will continue 
the accounting profession and their perspectives and understanding of environmental 
accounting can be considered important. 
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In the world of today's organizations, environmental accounting period Is no 
longer a new term. More aware of the activities of business entities and what their 
impact on the environment. Companies that switch to a greener world, by measuring 
all impacts of their activities on the environment. The phenomenon in which 
companies measure the impact of business activities on the environment is called 
environmental accounting. According to Sikka et al, (1989 Zulkifli 2010). "...Despite the 
importance of accounting and auditing for the political calculations - economics and 
regulation, relatively little attention has been paid to the promise to the public and 
the public are contained in her constitution professional bodies". 

Reviewing the literature, it is observed that many of the previous studies 
(Zulkifli, 2011 ; Das et al, 2008 ; Islam et al, 2011) largely on the implementation of 
environmental accounting problem, this study would like to investigate more about 
the perceptions of students' understanding of accounting and the environment. 
Measurement assessment is an important tool to assess the effectiveness of the 
academic program of reform in their analysis of future scope, content and structure of 
the accounting reform program (Needle et al, 1990 in Das et al, 2008). A further study 
establish that the assessment measures are needed to assess the success and failure 
of educational reform programs (Herring et al, 1992 in Das, 2008). The growing need 
for accounting practitioners in this field will force educational institutions to introduce 
new programs to meet the needs of the profession. On the other hand this will mean 
new job opportunities in the accounting profession will be available. Therefore, the 
role of the student as a successor to the accounting profession in the future affect the 
accounting environment. Because of this, the purpose of this paper, in which to 
investigate the factors that will influence the students' perceptions and awareness of 
environmental accounting in Indonesia. 

In this study, the study variables were grouped into two, namely independent 
and dependent variables. Independent variable is a variable that stands alone and is 
not changed or influenced by other variables. On the other hand, is the dependent 
variable or variables that influence depends on other variables. 

There are three independent variables in this study , as follows : 
1 . Region University 

Researchers want to find out who the most aware about environmental 
accounting for student at the Faculty of Economy ans Students University of Indonesia 
based on the Financial Services Authority (OJK) in Indonesia. 

 
2 . Understanding of Environmental Accounting 

Understanding of environmental accounting to be one of the variables that 
researchers want to investigate whether it affects the students' understanding of the 
topic of environmental accounting major accounting in Indonesia. 
 
3 . Multidisciplinary Sciences towards Environmental Accounting 

Multidisciplinary sciences environmental issues into the last variable that 
researchers consider the affect students' attitude of environmental accounting. 
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The dependent variable in this study is the perception of environmental 
accounting students, because this study aims to determine the students' perceptions 
and awareness of environmental accounting in Indonesia. 

 

 

 

 

 

            

  

          

 

 

PROPOSED METHOD 

The purpose of this research is descriptive. A descriptive study conducted for 
this study would like to explore more in the variables of interest. This study is a 
correlation study, in which researchers want to know the factors that will affect 
students' attitudes toward environmental accounting. The unit of analysis in this study 
is the individual, who is from the Faculty of Economics students and university 
students for the purpose of this study was to determine the factors that influence 
students' attitudes toward environmental accounting. 

The object of research is thus students in Indonesia. 

Faculty of Economic and became the object of students because this study aims 
to determine the attitude of the student evaluation environmental accounting, 
environmental accounting topics while a topic isintroduced not only for accounting 
students. 

The type of data in this study is primary data. Primary data is data that can be 
obtained directly. In this study, primary data have been researchers aimed to find out 

Region University 

Evaluation of 

students’ attitude 

toward environmental 

accounting 
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students' attitudes concerning accounting environment directly from the object , 
therefore the type of primary data were taken. The main sources of primary data is 
through a questionnaire given to students in Indonesia 

Data collection method in this research is through administering questionnaires 
to students of Faculty of Economic in Indonesia. “Questionnaires are an efficient data 
collection method when the researcher know exactly what is required and how to 
measure the variables”, (Sekaran et al, 2010). In this research, the questioners will be 
divided into two parts. The first part will deal based level of students attitude about 
environmental accounting. The second part will be about the respondents’ 
background, which is about this region. 

A seven-point likert scale is used to measure the level of knowledge and 
awareness of  environmental accounting, in which the questions will be about 
terminology related to environmental accounting. Therefore, respondents are asked 
to indicate the level of students' attitudes are very low (scale 1) to very high (scale 7). 
For issues multidisciplinary science environmental accounting, a seven-point likert 
scale will be used to indicate the respondents' opinions regarding some issues on 
environmental accounting issues of the problem of low awareness (scale 1) to issues 
of consciousness is very high (scale 7). 

 The target populations of this study were students in Indonesia from 2010 to 
2013 batch and also multidisciplinary science students. The target population is taken 
as researchers think that these students come from the current batch. Analysis of the 
data used in this study is the analysis of quantitative data. Type of quantitative data 
analysis used in this study is descriptive statistics. Descriptive statistics provide simple 
summaries about the sample and on the observations that have been made. 
Descriptive statistics are methods relating to the collection, summary, presentation of 
data into a form that is more informative. Descriptive statistics consisting of meaning, 
standard deviation, minimum value, and the average maximum score refers to the 
average score of each variable. Median refers to the central item in a group of 
observation which is arrayed either descending or ascending. The standard deviation 
refers to the heterogeneous distribution of data whether or homo generous. 
Minimum score refers to the lowest value of each variable. The maximum score refers 
to the highest value of each variable. Thus, descriptive statistics followed by the 
correlation matrix to measure the relationship between dependent and independent 
variables in this study. 
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